There can be a world of difference - 1968 by unknown

The Communist Party 
appeals to you to vote in 
your own interests-to re-
ject the outworn rule of 
the establishment parties. 
The need for such a 
break with the past has 
never been more evident 
than in the course of this 
election campaign, where 
both the Liberals and Con-
servatives have substituted 
hollow hoopla for pro-
grams that would meet the 
needs of the people. Nor 
could they do anything 
else. They have ruled this 
country alternately since 
the begin·ning and are both 
part of the problem, not of 
the solution. 
( 
' 
This man Trudeau pro-
tests against what he terms 
"the revolution of rising 
expectations of the people." 
We identify ourselves with 
this revolution of rising ex- · 
pectations. In a nutshell, 
this is the difference and 
this is the debate. 
RISING EXPECTATIONS 
Our rising expectations 
demand an end to the 
chronic and growing hous-
ing crisis, the slums and 
the robbery in rent and 
taxes. 
Our rising expectations 
mean that our children will 
not face a bleak and uncer-
tain future of unemploy-
ment and dead e·nd jobs. 
The rising expectations 
of the French Canadian 
nation demand an end to 
200 years of humiliation 
and national discrimina-
tio·n. They demand the con-
trol of their own sovereign 
state of Quebec within a 
new confederation based 
on equality of the two na-
tions. 
Our rising expectations 
strive towards human rela-
tionships which allow for 
the creative development 
of all people. They see an 
end to the cruelty-of a legal 
system which has left Can-
ada with some of the most 
medieval penal laws and 
judicial attitudes in the 
world. 
Our rising expectations 
mean that the old and the 
sick will be treated with a 
di~ity which befits a civi-
lized country. 
The revolution of rising 
expectations demands that 
the technology and produc-
tivity we have created in 
Canada be the base through 
which the inhuman speed-
up and autocratic manage-
ment of 'industries can be 
ended. It means that we 
can have secure jobs, de-
cent wages, safe working 
conditions, and above all 
the human dignity that is 
the birthright of every 
worker. 
Canadians have a right 
to expect that the Indians 
and Eskimos will be ac-
corded not only full human 
rights but that the culture 
and tradition they repre-
sent will flourish in this 
land of theirs from which 
they have been alienated. 
We expect that Cana-
dian agriculture can be 
1taken from the vise of 
monopoly so that a new 
vista of food production 
can be opened up. 
Our rising expectations 
demand a government that 
will have the courage and 
the humanity to speak out 
against the brutal war in 
Vietnam and to at last end 
our complicity in this 
crime. They demand a gov-
ernment that will stand up 
for a settlement of the 
Mid-East crisis on the basis 
of the resolutions of the 
United Nations. 
THE 20th CENTURY 
The revolution of rising 
expectations, which Tru-
deau protests about, and 
which Stanfield and the 
Tories waffle around, is 
what the 20th Century is 
all about. It appears before 
the people as big issues and 
it appears as part of the 
small daily injustices in 
magistrate's courts, in the 
welfare offices and in the 
universities and factories. 
But there is one common 
thread. 
Ca·nada is today directed 
by and in the interests of 
those who own for a living 
and not those of us who 
work for a living. No 
matter which way one 
approaches any question, 
however large; however 
small, democratic reform 
means a challenge to the 
big money and property 
interests. 
• continued on page 6 
Adopt fiscal and monetary policies 
which will mobilize the capital of this 
country to build Canada and open up 
iobs for every Canadian. 
Treat housing as a public utility which 
governments must make available to 
the people. Renew and beautify the 
blighted centres of our cities. Use funds 
~ available in the Canada Pension Plan 
to launch a billion dollar proCJl'am of 
low rental housing, to slash interest 
rates on home building loans, and ex-
propriate land speculators without al-
lowing them to ·benefit from present 
inflated land prices. Establish rent con-
trols. 
Implement universal medicare to 
cover all health needs. Nationalize the 
drug· industry so medicines can be sold 
at cost. Adopt a federal plan of sick· 
ness insurance. Set on foot a great fed-
eral program for sports and physical 
fitness. 
Adopt a radically new taxation sys· 
tem based on ability to pay using the 
principle of taxation on income and 
capital gains and not on sales, along 
lines suggested by the Carter Com· 
mission. Exemptions of $2,500 for single 
and $5,000 _for married persons. Lift 
the cost of education, health and wel-
fare off the municipalities and home-
owners. Allow deductions of municipal 
taxes on owner occupied homes for 
• income tax purposes. 
A guaranteed annual income suf· 
ficient to lift every Canadian in industry 
and agriculture out of poverty immedi· 
ately. A minimum wage of $2.00 per 
hour. Extend unemployment insurance 
to all wage and salary workers at 80 
per cent of earnings without a waiting 
period. Higher pensions payable at 60 
for women, 65 for men. Equality of pay 
and opportunity for women workers in 
all occupations. Increased family allow-
ances, and maternity allowances. Gov-
ernment financed day care centres for 
children of working women. 
A floor price of $2.25 for all western 
wheat to be raised as "ecessary to 
meet rising costs, as a first step to ade-
quate floors under all farm products. 
Cut farm costs by ending profiteering 
in machinery, fertilizer, etc. Low in· 
terest· credits to individual farmers, and 
producer co-operatives. Equalization of 
opportunities for rural youth. 
Abolition of university fees; pay sti· 
pends for student's living expenses, 
protecting 9uebec iurisdiction over 
education. 
WIN BACK CANADIAN CONTROL 
OF THE ECONOMY 
' / 
Start nationalizing U.S. companies 
, in Canada. Establish federal controls 
over the export of all natural resources 
to protect the interests of the Canadian 
people and encourage the processing 
of these resources in Canada. 
On this basis n~ertake planned, sus-
tained and balanced independent eco-
omic development for fuU employment. 
Develop our coal, gas, u1;anium, hydro 
and fresh water resources for Canada. 
Expand trade through long term cre-
dits with the socialist and newly inde-
pendent countries. 
Compel all foreign companies in 
Canada to obey Canadian law. 
• 
9UEBEC SOVEREIGNTY: IN A "EW 
CONFEDERAL PACT IN A NEW 
CONSTITUTION 
Our existing '°nstltution denies-
French Canada equal status with Eng· 
Isla Canada. Only a new confederal 
-L..-...1•ec1 • • agree11tent emuuu1 1n a new constala· 
tioa which recOgnizes the bi-national 
character of our country and the sove-
reign rithts of (l)uebec can make pos· 
slble te•ui• Canadian unity. SUch a 
new constitution wil encl the present 
confusion in fecleral-pro1fincial rela· 
tions, and help overcon1e "9ional in· 
equallties in English Canada lllrough 
the centralized fl•11cing of education, 
health and social services. 
MAKE DEMOCRACY WORK 
FOR THE PEOPLE 
A~ a Bil °' Rk»ts in· a new con-
stitution to guarantee the right to 
organize pitcl strike: to free speech and 
C15$81bbly: no clscrindnation against 
any racial, natioDa1 or- religious group, 
or on account of ,._. Ban al literature 
preaching religious or racial hat1 ed. 
. 
Amend labor laWs to give workers 
the right to a voice in al company deci-. 
lions CHI investment policy, tech11olo-
WG1 daaage, work loads, closing or 
.... plants. 
EStabliSll tie right of students and 
te•ll•s tO particlpate in the 111aking 
of poracy tlae.ir institutions. 
Dea11Krotl& ~Is over prices and 
quality Wiit "9t1cipation of work· 
ers and 
Moclemize and humanize our iuCraclal 
and penal systems, divorce and abor· 
tlon laws. ' 
RecOCJnize the right of Indian and 
Eskimo people to democratic control 
over their own affain, including die 
administration of •ch more fJenerws 
funds for housing and for building local 
industries • 
The vote to, all Canadians at 18. 
Adopt proportional representation in 
federal electiOns. 
Break up private monopolies In ••ss 
communications. 
AN iNDEPENDENT CANADIAN 
FOREIGN POUCY FC)R PEACEFUL 
COEXISTENCE 
Total dissociation of Canada f10111 
tlae U.S. aggression in Y-Jetllam. End 
Canadian arms sales to the United 
States. · 
Withdraw from NORAD and NATO. 
Stop all U.S. nuclear overflights over 
CaHda •d withdraw all nuclear 
weapons. Support a European securitV 
pact based on present borders to block 
West Gern,an plans for revenge. 
Recognize the People's Republic of 
CK.-.. the German Dewratic Repub-
lic, Peop1e•s Democratic Republic of 
orea •d the Democratic Republic 'of 
¥1atnam. 
Keep Canada out of the Organizo. 
llma of American states. 
CUt arms spending to ·meet the needs 
of tlle Canadi~n people. 
The working people, stu-
dents, teachers, farmers 
and others have begun to 
take their future in their 
own hands. To realize their 
rising expectations, they 
have entered into actio·n on 
a mass scale. This is the 
new decisive feature of our 
time. 
The Communist Party, 
at the same time that it' 
supports and takes part in 
this mass action- for im-
portant democratic re-
forms advances the cause 
of so~ialism. . 
We hold that only a fun-
damental reorganization of 
society will enable us to 
provide security for all. 
The road to socialism in 
- Canada is part · of the 
struggles of the workers 
to organize and to fight 
for wages and security. 
It is part of the whole 
movement for peace and 
social legislation such as 
medicare, decent pensions 
housing and legislation t~ 
curb profit~ering. It is part 
of the students' struggle to 
democratize the centres of 
.. learning, and to develop 
the full flowering of the 
h11manities. Because it is a 
democratic process, it is 
keyed to these questions of 
democracy today. 
TAKE BACK CANADA 
Our country, rich in nat-
-ural resources beyond cal-
culation, rich also in human 
talent, occupies a central 
geographical position in re-
lation to the world mar-
kets. 
But something is wrong. 
There is no other sove-
reign country in the world 
whose economy is so depen-
dent on the will of a foreign 
power. 
The problem confronting 
Canada is not whether we 
can remain an independent 
country with our economy 
controlled by f oreigp. in-
terests. 
The a·nswer to that is 
self-evident-we cannot. 
The problem facing Can-
ada is how our economy 
can be repatriated, how we 
can on this basis plan for 
national growth and the 
elimination of economical-
ly depressed areas. The Lib-
erals and Co·nservatives 
have presided over the sale 
of our country. The people 
must take it back. 
This approach means 
public control, including 
the nationalization of all 
f oreig·n and domestic mono-
polies in the essential areas 
of the community. 
It is on this basis that 
our economy can grow to 
meet the challenge of the 
technological revolution. 
It is on this basis that 
social and economic plan-
ning can begin-with the 
people in the driver's seat. 
ANEW 
CONFEDERATION 
A country that is consti-
tuted upon national in-
equality, such as Canada is 
through the British N ortl1 
America Act, cannot stand. 
This is the crisis of Can-
ada. 
The essential issue is the 
sovereignty of Quebec -
the control by the French 
Canadian nation of its own 
state. 
It is our belief that the 
solidarity of the English-
speaking Canadians with 
the aspirations and strg~ 
gles of French Canada is 
the only possible way to 
allow a natural and free 
unity to develop between 
our two nations. 
What is going to have to 
happe·n is that the demo-
cratically-chosen represen-
tatives of French and Eng-
lish Canada sit down to-
gether to work out a new 
constitution .. which will put 
the two nations of our 
country in a position of 
complete equality. That 
constitution must recog-
nize French Canada's right 
to sep~;ate, but we hope 
and believe that this road 
will not be taken once all 
I 
the old inequality has been 
removed. 
All Canadians have every-
thing to gain by a new re-
lationship that will help 
also to get at federal, pro-
vincial and municipal rela-
tions in English Canada 
that require overhauling. 
FOREIGN POLICY 
FOR PEAC--E 
Canada's foreign policy 
has long needed a change,_ 
At present we are mesh-
ed in the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization which 
at· a cost of millions of dol-
lars a year stations our sol-
diers in Europe under the 
command of an ex-Nazi 
general. 
In North America we are 
tied to the North American 
Air Defense, a system 
which at the cost of mil-
lions of dollars stations 
obsolete nuclear warheads 
on our tenitory, allows 
nuclea·r-armed American 
bombers air passage over 
populated regions of Can-
ada. NORAD is the horror 
wprld of Dr. Strangelove 
complete with megadeathll, 
kill areas and the whole 
vocabulary of death. 
Our defense sharing 
agreement with the United 
States ties our armaments 
industry to the needs of the 
United States first. It is 
through this agreement 
that Canada has sunk to its 
lowest moral position as 
the merchant of death to 
the American military in 
Vietnam. 
Given a Liberal majority 
government after the elec-
tion, the pressure to join 
the Organization of Ameri-
can States will increase. 
Our membership in this or-
ganization will further our 
isolation from the peoples 
of Latin America and iden-
tify us more closely with 
the United States. 
New foreign directions 
for Canada are tied not 
only to the quest for peace 
but to trade and cultural 
relations. There is a new 
world, hungry for Cana-
dian goods ~r machines, 
our foodstuff and our tech-
nical and agricultural 
-know-how. 
A WORLD 
OF DIFFERENCE 
The Communist Party 
stands today as the only 
organized force in Canada 
that proposes the radical 
restructuring of our so-
ciety that wil.l make pos-
sible a break with the past. 
Because of this we have 
earned the hatred of the 
establishment. It is a badge 
of honor. 
Moreover, we feel that 
our program · is broad 
enough to evoke a response 
from other democratic 
forces in this campaign, 
which ca·n make a meaning-
ful debate. This we feel can 
pave the way for the emer~ 
gence of a new electoral 
force or coalition in the fu-
ture. There is no single 
force -in Canada now that 
in its totality encompasses 
the desire :fior progress 
among the majority of 
Canadians. We are a vital 
component o~ · this move-
ment. 
A large vote for a Com-
munist candidate in your 
constituency is the most 
meaningful vote that can 
be recorded in this election. 
It is in the interests of 
the Canadian people to 
deny a majority govern-
ment to either of the old 
parties ; to elect a large 
group of progressive can-
didates including Com-
munists. 
If either old party wins a 
clear majority, they will 
use it to attack the inter-
ests ·of the people. If they 
a·re blocked in this drive 
for a majority new pos-
sibilities will open for the 
people to press successfully 
for far ·reaching new poll-
• c1es. 
We ask you to think it 
over, because it can make a 
world of difference. 
' 
.. 
I N THE foreCJoing 
pages, we hav~ 
tried to set out 
briefly our opi· 
nions about this 
present election 
and where the 
, · Communist Party 
stands on the big 
issues facing Can· 
adians today. 
We have said 
why we are sin· 
cerely convinced that the most mean-
ingful vote that can be cast in this 
election is a vote for a candidate of the 
Communist Party. 
We wish it had been possible for us 
to nominate more candidates, and in 
the future we shall. 
But where we do not run, we are by 
no means indifferent to the outcome of 
this election. 
It is for this reason that we- are 
placing our election statement and plat· 
form in the hands of many people whom 
we know will not have an opportunity 
to vote for one of our candidates. 
We urge you to give thought to what 
we have said, and to discuss it with 
your friends, neighbors, and the people 
with whom you work. 
We suggest that· you question your 
candidates about the matters we .have 
raised in our platform, in or~er to find 
out where they stand on I the real issues 
in this election. 
, 
Finally, we appeal to you to consider 
carefully how in this election you may 
best use your vote in your own interests 
and those of Canada. 
We think that there is no doubt that 
if either the Liberals or the Conserva-
tives win maiority control of parliament, 
they will use that maiority to carry 
through policies which will be very popu· 
lar with the big corporations, and very 
harmful to the people. 
For instance, we think there would 
be the greatest danCJer that an old party 
maiority government would cave in to 
the pressure from reactionary provin· 
cial governments and the insurance 
companies, and abandon the plan for 
Canada-wide medicare. 
·But on the other hand, if there is a 
large group of progressives in the 
House, and a Liberal or Conservative 
, 
minority g·overnment, then the pressure 
of the people for new policies and 
democratic reforms can make itself 
effectively felt. Remember how Sharp's 
rich man's budget was defeated last 
February, and how he was compelled 
to come back with a new budget that 
was at least somewhat more favorable 
to the working people? 
So we say that the interests of Can· 
ada and its people will be best served 
if once again, the voters deny either 
of the old parties a maiority, and this 
time elect a large group of progressive 
MP's including, of course Communists. 
W. KASHTAN 
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